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OUR dna 

brings the followin Plain f ſer- 
non into publick lig 2 The juſt 
eſteem I had for my Radu uncle, 
would not allow me to decline either 
preaching or printing upon. the fad 
occaſion of his death. 

A 2 Il voupr 


iv DE D TCATI O M. 
pour not but the memory of 
him will be precious to you all; and 
you will carry to es a"rehth- 
and ſavour of thoſe _ things, which 
you have heard and learned of him. 
The noſt improved chriſtians amongſt 
you have received great advantage by 
his miniſtry; and With reference to 
rhany of you, he might have ſaic in 
the 6 of the great Apoſtle, 
Though you bave ten thouſand in- 
Arufors in QARIST, get have ye nu 
many fathers : for in Carts, Ji- 
sus I have begotten you through the 
Goſpel *. 

No onde then, that you had 
| ſuch a hearty affe&ion and honour 
for him: this you have given eri- 
dent proofs of at his death, as wel 
as whilſt he was living. 
May Gop almi ghty.. reward * 
your love and kindneis in a rich 
ſupply of grace and mercy to your- 
ſelves and your families and alſo 

in 


e ene 


DEDICATION. »y 
in providing for you a faithſul paſ- 
tor; equal to him, who is now taken 
from you, both in capacity for his 
great maſter's work, and in a hearty 
concern for the welfare of your pre- 
cious ſouls ! .*<* Would you have a 
« paſtor (fays the great Mr. Howe, 
« upon a like occaſion) after Gop's 
« heart ? put yourſelves under the 
« conduct, as much as in you is, of 
« ſuch a paſtor, as you apprehend 
« will be intent, in all his miniſtra- 
« tions, upon this double end, to 
« ſave himſelf and them that hear 
« him. + 3 
REMAIN ſtedfaſt in your ſerious 
regards to the great truths of the 
goſpel, and to practical godlineſs; 
labour to be perfect, be of good com- 
fert; Gop will provide! be of one 
mind, live in peace; and the Gop of 
love and peace ſhall be with you. * 


To 


1 - un, ſerm, for Mr. Mead. See his works, V. 2. 
P. 47 ' 


2 Cor, xiii. 11. 


vi DEDICATION. 
To his conduct and favour I fin: 


cerely commend you ; wiſhing you 
may long continue an united and 
flouriſhing church, under the ſuc- 
ceſsful miniſtrations of an able paſ- 
tor; who ſhall come to you, under 


that character, in the fulneſs of the 
bleſſing of the goſpel of peace. 


I am, with great reſpect, 


SENTLEMERN, 


b 


Jour affectionate friend 


and ſervant, 


Aldermanbuty, 
April 26. 1746. 
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LUKE II. 20. | 
® LORD, now letteſt thou hy ſervant 
cc Apart in peace. 


ſadneſs, that now hang over this aſſembly; 

for verily there is a canſe + the hand of 
God is gone out againſt you in a very affect- 
ing manner: your loſs is exceeding 'great; 
nor can you be inſenſible of i. A Father 
in Trae] is fallen ! your excellent miniſter is 
removed into filence ; buried out of ſight for 
ver, —— ALAss MY FATHER! ——who- 
can forbear crying out, in the borrowed words 
of Elſha, (when the prophet Ehyjab was parted 
from him, and he ſaw him aſcending by a 
hiclwind into heaven,) my father, my fa- 
ther, the chariot of Iſrael, and tae 2 270 
thereof *, 


[ WONDER not to ſee the e and 


8 1 But 


* 2 Kings ü. 12, 


6 SIMEON's prayer, For leave to die, 


Bur how juſt ſoever our ſorrow on this 
melancholy occafion may be ; we muſt take 
care to keep it within due bounds ; and 

ſhould therefore turn our thoughts WE 
- conſiderations, which may help to aſſwage 
our grief, and aſſiſt us in a proper imp 
ment of the awful providence. 

WIr this view I have choſen the word 
of the text, as a fit ſubject for our preſent 
meditation. They expreſs the deſire of 3 

good man, in full hopes of a better ſlate, 

to depart out of this worid, if Gop fees fit 
to give him leave: the right diſpoſition of x 
pious ſoul, to be ready and willing to die at 
the call of Gop! The very temper of 
your deceaſed paſtor; the frame in which 
he lay thro' his illneſs ; when he frequently 
had a reference to this prayer of Simen, 
alking Gop's leave to die. A defire to de- 
part and to be with Cx r1sT, has been the 
ſettled, habitual bent of his ſpirit all along, 

GoD has now anſwered his prayer; hiswiſh 
is accompliſhed ; he is where he deſired to 
be: inordinately therefore to grieve and k- 
ment would be inconſiſtent with the affett 
onate regards we profeſſed for him; and we 
might in that caſe be ſmartly interrogated, 


is this your kindneſs to your Friend? * 


conſidered and improved. 7 
then with exceſſive grief; let us congratulate 
the happy alteration of his circumſtances ; and 
ſcriouſly ſet our ſelves to extract all the reli- 
vious benefit out of this awakening ſtroke 
of providence, that we poſſibly can; enquiring 

a; becomes us, LoRp what wilt thou have 
« us 10 do? oh ſheep us, wherefore thou con- 

« tendeft with us? and by the death of this 
thy faithful ſervant, this our dear and much 
« 4—— friend, may we be excited to a 

* diligent care to get our ſouls into a pre- 

* pared diſpoſition for the heavenly ſtate, 
that we may be at all times willing to de- 
part, holding ourſelves in a poſture of 
© readineſs to attend thy call; and like faith- 

« ful ſervants, having our hoins girt and our 
nps burning, chearfully waiting the com- 

" ing of their Lok p,“ 

Tux words of the text were. originally 
ſpoken by good old Simeon, upon a particu- 
ar occaſion. It had been revealed to bim by the 
HOLY GHOST, that he ſhould not ſee death, 
before be had ſeen the LOR D's CHRIST, 
The ame Se 1817 influenced the good old man 
to go into the temple at the very time, when 
the child F ESUS was brought in by bis 
farents to be offered to Gop as the firſt- 
don, and to be redeemed after the cuſtom of 
B 2 le 


1 


8 S1MEON'S prayer, for Trave to die, 


the law : Simeon knew well (for the F216 EI 
GHOST was upon him) that this infant was 
the Lord's CHRIST ; with rapturous joy 
therefore he claſped the new. born Sayiour in 
his arms, and with divine tranſports” adbred 
Go for the glorious ſight, and now deſites 
a diſmiſſion out of life, if Gon had no fir. 
ther ſervice for him tq do: 4.4. © am now 
« ready and deſirous to die, whenever thou 

« pleaſeſt, and the ſooner the better. 

Bur though there was at this juncture 
ſomething ſingular in the caſe of Simem 
yet his prayer is no more, than what | ls ie 
able to the ſenſe of every ſerious pious chri- 
ſtian; who makes it his buſineſs to ſerve 
Gov, and places his happineſs in the eg. 
ment of Goo. 

In diſcourſing on this paſſage of Ehre 
I ſhall e this plaiti and caly 9 


iz SvocrsT ſome few things i tene 
to Simeon, who formed and put op thi 

prayer. 

II. Ex QUIRE to whom it is directed! 

III. CoNSIDER the matter and ſubſtanc 
of the prayer. 


T5n4LL 


Ke 


LL 


conſidered 0 ere. * 


| AURA ot a * ſhort Rvieueeslos: 
each of theſe, together with ſome ſerious re- 
fections, as We go along; and then cloſe 
with what I think ſuitable to the preſent 
melancholy occaſion, 


I. IA to 2 bebte in Th to 
the perſon, who formed _ put up this 
prayer ; Simeon. | 

— 1 7 

He was * to Hillel, a \ Rabbi of the moſt 
conſiderable” ſchool among the 'Fews ; the 
firſt man that was dignified with the title 
Rabban : it is ſuppoſed, the reaſon why he is 
not often mentioned by the Fei, is becauſe he 
made this glorious confeſſion of Chriſt ®, He 
was father to Gamaliel, at whoſe feet St. Paul 
was brought up; according to the ſettled 
opinion of moſt Jewiſb writers: tho! whe- 
ther this was the perſon, to whom the text 
refers, is I believe a matter of doubt. 
However it is no way material, what his 
parentage Was, or from what family he de- 
ſcended: the context gives us an account of 
ſome. particulars in his character, which are 
infinitely preferable to all the honours of 


* Lightfoot, V. 2. p. 2009, 


10 SIMEON's. prayer, for inne i die, 
birth. The moſt pompous pedigree, and moſt 
illuſtrious deſcent is a mere empty vanity, in 
compariſon of what is here recorded of i. 
neon. "= it Wb be Proper . to * 
ſider. An li * 


1. His moral character, 2 —— 4 lie 
is here deſcribed; he was juſt and d. 
Peu. nat ws, ol | 


Taz whole compaſs of practical godlineſs 
is included in theſe two words. Jos rien 
comprehends all thoſe, duties, which relate 
to our conduct towards fellow - exeatutes, 
all the commands of the ſecond table; and 
the term DR vo takes in all the duties of 
the fr; table, and all the ſeveral. branches 
of piety towards Goo. 

Tux is no difficulty in he firſt term 
L.] Every one knows the idea, which 
is affixed. to juſtice ; it is a rendering to evety 
man what is his due. It is true, this, word 
gh ded, is ſometimes deſigned to take in 
our duty to Gon, to man, and to aunſelvrs; 
and that not improperly ; ſince the one and 
the other have their diſtin& demands upon 
us, nor ſhall we be 3ſt, if we de not an- 
ſwer thoſe n hut when the word 


„„ [of] 


conſidered and improved. 17 
%] is uſed in comunttion with any other” 
term, expreſſing our duty to Gop ; then it ĩs 
to be underſtood, as reſtrained to our be- 
haviour towards our fellow-creatures. Thus 
the ideas are kept diſtin& in that paſſage of 
ſcripture, where the apoſtle ſpeaks of the grand 
deſign of the Goſpel ; the grace of Gop, 
that bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all 
men ; teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent world*. In this 
limited ſenſe is Simeon here faid to be iu; i. e, 
He had a hearty regard and benevolence 
* tomankind; was very ſtudious to promote 
their welfare; careful to do no injury to 
* his neighbour ; and employed himſelf in 
acts of righteouſneſs, equity and mercy, to 


the utmoſt of his power, and « as he had 
v opportunity. 1 


Ir is added; that Simeon was alſo devout, 
This term, I apprehend, in our own language 
properly denotes a perſon devoted to Gop and 
religion ; tho in common phraſe it is rather 
confined to one, who appears ſerions and 
much affected in the diſcharge of religious 
duties; and it is often uſed by way of ridi- 
cule and reproach: fuch a man was very 
cc devout,” 


— 


| 8 Tit. ii. 11, 12. 


12 sSfiurbn's prayer; for leave. ts dis, 
* devout,” is a common expreſſion; ' wheit 
thoſe who uſe it deſign no more by it, than 
to fignify that the man diſcovered. himſelf 
much affected by ſome outward. action or 
geſture (lifting up the eyes or hands. for in. 
ſtance, or the like) which they think prepoſte: 
rous, as ſavouring of vain-glory and oſten- 
tation. And in truth I muſt confeſs, that 
ſuch geſtures may full as well be avoided; 
no man's devotion can be really leſs for want 
of them; nor is it one jot greater, let it be 
attended with ever ſo many of them. 
This by the bye. But however our 
Engliſb word may have been ” perverted ; 
the original is not capable of ſuffering that 
injury *,- For though interpreters differ in 
rendering it, yet all take it in a good ſenſe . 
It deſcribes a man, as pious and religious, one 
N | F 


| * EvagCng. 1 
+ It is ſometimes rendered Pious, Eraſ,—Right, Verſ. 
Syr. and Perſ.— Humble, Verſ. Æthiop.— Ræligiaus, Vetl. 
Arab. Provident and fearing Gon, Zeger,—cautinhs, 
attentive, fearful of acting wrong, and careful to perform 
all things that pertain to the ſervice of Gor, Cameron, 
Dicitur is proprie &vaaCns, qui cautè ac timide capit 
quod porrigitur, aut quod prehendere vult, à ev aajuldin; 
inde perſynecdochen ſpeciei, cautum ac timidum in genere 
ſignificat. Poſtea per ſynecdochen generis, pro reli 
ponitur, i. e. eo, qui Deum timet. Piſcat. 


conſidered and improved. 13 
who fears Goß and walks in his command - 
ments; whoſe conſcience is tender; and ca- 
fily ſaſceptive of ſerious impreſſions. = 

Now putting together the 'import of theſe 
two words | juf# and devout] the character 


of Simeon, as to his courſe of life, is finiſh- 

ed and complete. He kept. a conſcience void of 

offence both towards GoD, and towards men. 
Axp here let me make this 


RBFLECTION. 


yUSTICE to men and piety to Cop muſt 
both unite, to form the character of a truly 
god man. All the devotion in the world 
nil not ſuffice alone; no more than mere 
ſtrict honeſty in our dealings with mankind. 
There muſt be a reſpect to a Gop's com- 
mandments: the laws of both tables are equally 
obligatory, and ratified-by the ſame authority, 
A regard to Goh and religion muſt run 
through our whole lives, and influence our 
behaviour in every condition of life, and at 


all times; we muſt be in the fear ne 85 


Lond all our days, and all the day lng; act- 
ing as under his eye, and aiming at a confor- 
mity to his law This muſt be our con- 
C | ſtant 

Acts xxiv. 16. 


74 SIN Fox's prayer, for leave to die, 
ſtant ſtudy. We muſt, not allow ourſelyes 
in any thing, that is inconſiſtent with our pro- 
feſſed love, either to God or our neighbour. 
IN DEE De there will be a falling ſhort in 
our duty, after! all our endeavours, —— This 
is not the ſtate of perfection —— the. beſt of 
men are but men at the beſt, they haye 
their foibles and miſtakes; and ſometimes 
ſuch, as greatly tarniſh; their character, and 
draw upon them ſevere cenſures. But, if they 
are ſtriving after perfection, | exerciſing them- 
felves unto Godlineſs, not allowing themſelves 
in any thing unſuitable to the chriſtian name, 
and: lamenting whatever defects or miſcon- 
duct in life, they are ſenſible of And ti, 
I will venture to ſay, every good man makes 
conſcience of: in this caſe; favourable 
allowances will doubtleſs be made by a mer- 
eiful Gop, who knows our frame, and ſecs 
the temptations that attend us. He will * 
ciouſly overlook our involuntary failings; and 
will: not lay to our charge, what we do not 
allow: in ourſel ves. Were it not for this 
hope, the beſt of men would have reaſon to 
-tremble at the thought of appearing at tie 
bar of Gop; nor could the moſt advanced 
- Faint ever make it his deliberate deſire to die: 


he knows ſo much amiſs in himſelf, that 
nothing 


5 confidered and improved” | 13 
nothing would be more dreadſul to him than 
death, were it not for the gracious conſtitu- 
of the goſpel, and the comfortable _ 
of finding mercy - with Gon e 
great — | | 


2. 81M E ON's religious W is als 
ſet before us. He warted * tbe confo= 
lation of Irael. 

Hz was a belietef in Cu RIST to come 
the promiſed and expected Mzs$1An : * 
for him he waited, but with longing deſires 
of ſoul, as the conflation of” Iirael, the 
and SAV TOUR thereof; which G05 had 
prepared, and on whom alone he e depended 
for ſalvation. 

IT is true indeed, that the whole nation | 
of the Fexs did at this time expect the Mx $- 
SIAH, as tbe conſolation of Iſrael ; inſomuch 
that they uſed to ſwear by the defire they had 
to ſee it: ſo Jet me ſee the conſolation, if I 
* did nor hear or do this and that,” was then 
their uſual form of an oath.* 

Bur Simeon's waiting for the conſolation 
wuſt without doubt be underſtood to mean 
ſomething more, than the common expectation, 

C 2 which 


* Lightfoot, V. 2. p. 393. 


16 SimzoN's prayer, for leave fo die, 
which all the Jews at that time had of | it 
l bey expected him with uncaſinefs, \ won: 
gering he delayed his coming; and of that 
gecount were ſometimes ready to doubt, whe- . 
ther he would come or not: but this good 
man Toaited for him with a becoming pati- 
ence, Ry with earneſt VF; aſſured 


4 14 


him, as a tem ;poral prince to goyern their par- 
ricular nation; Simeon waited for him as the 
Say IOUR of the world in general ; not only 
the glory of Iſrael, but alſo a light to lighten 
the Gentiles*, : He knew G OD had promiſed 
ſuch a common Saviour, and doubted nat but 
Gop would fulfill the promiſe; ; he therefore 
waited Gop's time, and carneſtly hoped to ſee 
it accompliſhed : and © in this hope (ſays the 
* Perjian verſion) he ſpent his whole life, til 
e he became very old and decrepit.“ A 
agi the good old man obtained his defire 


REFLECTION, 


Ip we are true belieyers in Cunis7, and 
have ſtrong deſires to ſee him, 7. e. to have 
Gelightful communion with him, we muſt 

©: 


* Luke ii. 32. 


confidered and improved, , uy 


continue patiently to wait with ardent wiſhes 


however and longing hopes; and ſooner or 
later we ſhall be gratified. CurIsST will 


mapifeſt himſelf to every gracious ſoul, "who 
values his favour, and deſires the peru com- 
munications of his loye, 


1 268 


4. Ir is here further ade 4 in Om account 
* Simeon; that the HOLY GHOST 
Was oo 8, af 


* 7 . 
: 


TH1s was an Ener anf Fbege con · 
fered on this eminent ſaint; he was drvinely 
inſpired, and under the immediate afflatus or 
influence of the bleſſed 8y IRT; he had the 
gift of prophecy ; which was at that time al- 
moſt a peculiar honour, and vouchſafed but 
to a few faints of the higheſt rank: for 
prophecy had lon 8 before ceaſed. 


REFLECTAON, 


Tuosr, who are Juſt and devout, walking 
in all the commandments of the Loꝶx p; and 


maintain a true lively faith in Cxxisr, as. 


the Saviour of themſelyes and of the world; 
may upon the beſt grounds expect to 
be ſpecially favoured with the gifts of the 


Holy GnosT, Though they haye not the 
| Pare: 


: 


| 
1 
| 
S 
j 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
It 


be 
— 
_. 


is. Smarob: J prayer, for hari t die, 
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y may 1 
Sf 
and guidance: of Goo? $ SPIRIT T ; Whereb y they 
ſhall be led into the ways of truth, righte- 
ouſneſs and peace; and ſhall moreover hay 
thoſe manifeſtations of God's ſpecial favaur, 
ſuch à clear diſcovery of their intereſt in 
CHRIST, as ſhall reconcile them to death, 
and enable them to leave the world in peace. 
.-BvzRY ſuch good 5 yn 

"ee Simon i in 8 text. 


8 1. AM now 8 e 
directs this prayer To the great 


Son, under the partcult: eg 1 
N e da stiert wv 


1 2 


Ir is work taking notice 1 that the 
common Greet word for L. ORD * which 
is a term of honour and authority, is not 
here uſed. - But a word +, which, denotes a 
bouſhold-lord, or a maſter of a : family, . Heri 
Deus; one, Who has a right and property in 
all that belong to his, houſe, or are under 
his roof. In this. ſenſe the bleſſed: God i 
maſter and LoRD of the whole World; 145 


® Kuptoc, + 1 | 


conſidered and improved. 19 
his family; all creatures are his domeſticks; 
they are ſu pported at his coſt and charge,” I 
their eyes are unto him to receive his orders. 5 

Now the word LORD or moſter, as herg 
applied to Gop, may denote two things, in 
relpe&t of him; either 

i. Tus Lokp and maſter of Simeon. I d, 
« LoRD, thou art my maſter, I am a ſervant 
„ in thy houſe, a member of thy family; 
« thou haſt a property in me, and an un- 


doubted authority to employ me, how and 
« where thou pleaſeſt. I do not pray entirely 


* to be diſmiſſod from thy ſervice; no! far 
« from it l the very thought of that diſtracts 
my ſoul: but L only deſire, if thou pleaſeſt, 
« to have my poſt and ſtation altered. It is 
„ thy known character, that thou takeft 
 ® pleaſure in the proſperity of thy fervants ; 3 


thou art ready to promote them in thy fa- 

* mily, to adyance them to a higher rank, a 

* ſtation of more honour,and where they! may 

© be nearer to thyſelf— And this, Lox, is 

* what J earneſtly deſire, It is but a little 

« poor fervice I can 4 thee at preſent, i in 

4 * compariſon of what I would do: it is bit 
n little I exjoy of thee in this diſtant ſtate, 

in compariſon of what my ſoul. longs and 


* pants for ; gratify my defire . and 
6c let 


20 SIMEON's prayer, for leave to die, 


et let me depart in peace. 1 know 1 ant 


« hound, by the duty of my place, to keep 
my poſt, till thou ſhalt ſee fit to dimili 
„ me; and this is what I am determined 
& to do: for no conſideration ſhall ever 
« tempt me to quit thy family : however 
t J encourage myſelf to hope, that I may 
ee be enlarged” by being allowed to dle in 


e 88 N . 
n Erro N 


Tu- faints of. 'Gov, all true Nate 
have ever confidered him as their * maſter, 
and "themſelves 'as members of his Famiy ; 
and in virtue hereof: abſolutely obliged to at- 
tend his pleaſure, and to be en by 
him a as he ſhall ſee fit, Or ha. 


2. WR may conſider Gb aue to 
here, as the Loy of . | 
DEATH is Gop's nt, ard as our- 
ſelves; receives inſtructions from Gop, and 
ts obliged to execute his orders. We live ot 
die, as he determines, who is the LORD 
of Life and death; and has the yr ef bell 


and death; death does not ſhoot his artows 
Wo. | | at 


a 
. 
— 
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it random, but by Go p's commiſſion- 
« LoRD, ſays Simeon, ſend this thy ſervant 
« to give me a diſmiſſion; I am prepared 
« for the awful ſtroke; I wiſh to receive it; 
« commiſhon him to remove me; I am 
« ready to die; LorD let the door be 
« opened, that leads to the inviſible world, 
© and I ſhall enter with the higheſt pleaſure.” 


REFLECTION, 


WHAT a comfort and happineſs is it to 
good chriſtians, that He who is their maſter 
and whom they ſerve with delight, is alſo 
the ſovereign Lok p of death; ſo that death 
cannot really prejudice or hurt them. Their 
gracious maſter will ſend death in the moſt 
favourable ſeaſon : and whenever it comes, 
it is to them a moſt gracious diſpenſation. 


III. I am next to conſider the matter and 
ſubſtance of Simeon's addreſs to Gop. 
% Now leite thou thy ſervant Aer 
* 77 peace. 


We may here partientarly take notice of 
'rree things, VIZ, 


D I. Tug 


22 SIM E Ox 's prayer, for leave to de, | 
1. THE thing prayed for ; leave to die. 


DeATH conſidered abſtractly is no way 
deſirable; it is an enemy; what every man 
by his natural make and conſtitution is averſe 
to, The parting of two ſuch dear and in- 
timate companions, as ſoul and body, is aw- 
ful and ſhocking. In this /ghf, human na- 
ture reluctates againſt death and dreads it, 
But there is a view, in which we may con- 
ſider death, whereby not only the fears of 
it will be abated, but it will alſo become 
the object of our deſire, and joyful expecta- 
tion. 

THe way of expreſſion in the text leads 
us to look upon death in ſuch an agreeable 
light. © Lorp now letteſt thou thy ſervant 
depart.” The original word “ fignifies to 
diſcharge out of priſon, to remit a debt, ot to 
pardon a crime ; each of which implies a 
favour, It is the former ſenſe, in which 
we muſt underſtand the word here. Simeon 
prays to be diſmiſſed out of the priſon of the 
body. In the Syriac it is, now openeſt thu 
the priſon. Criticks and all interpreters agree 

in this ſenſe; 9. 4. Logp enlarge thy fer- 
. te want 


* gero beig. 
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« yant from his preſent confinement, deliver 
« him, let him looſe, free him from his irk- 
« ſome reſtraints, ſet him at liberty.“ Hea- 
thens have conſidered death in the ſame light ; 
and when a man is dead, they ſay aToxuie, 
i.e; he is delivered, and ſet at liberty from all 
the troubles and miſeries of the preſent life. 

Tux prayer of Simeon expreſſes the deſire of 
gracious ſanctified ſoul to be releaſed from 
the body, to have the ſhackles of mortality 
knocked off, the priſon-doors ſet open. He 
longs to enjoy the glorious liberty of the ſons 
of God; and to enter into the regions of 
immortal light and love. 


2. Tux party deſirous to be diſmiſſed, 
and ſet free: thy ſervant. 


IT is obſervable, that Simeon does not ſay, 

* LokD let me depart; but © Logp let 
* thy ſervant depart: he had before called 
Gop LORD or maſter, and now he ſpeaks of 
himſelf under the notion of a ſervant, in token 
of an acknowledged and avowed ſubjec- 
tion, in which he gloried; thus David doubles 
the expreſſion, dwells upon it as a thing of 
more value and eſteem with him, than all 
his titles of honour, and all the ſplendor 
D 2 and 


24 S1MEoN's prayer, for leave to die, 
and magnificence of his court ; ob LORD; 
truly I am thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant, and 
the ſon of thine hand-maid*,——N, A graci- 
ous ſoul loves to think upon the relation he 
ſtands in to Gop; nothing affords him more 
pleaſure.— lt is irkſome and grievous to 
conſider ourſelves in a ſtate of ſervitude and 
ſubjection to ſome of our fellow. creatures, 
who are men of like paſſions with ourſelves; 
and are ſometimes of that perverſe temper, 
that governing lordly ſpirit, of ſuch jarting 
different humours, that there is ſcarce any 
bearing them. hut to ſtand in ſuch a rela- 
tion to the bleſſed Gop is a moſt delightful 
conſideration : he is the beſt of maſters; in- 
finite wiſdom and goodneſs preſcribe the 
meaſures of his conduct towards all the 
members of his family; ; and his ſeryice | 1s 
perfect freedom. cd 
BZESID ES; Simeon ſeems to expreſs him- 
ſelf in this way, as it carries in it a kind of 
argument, or reaſon, for which he hoped Go 
would graciouſly grant his requeſt. 4. 4 
« LoRD, I am praying to be releaſed out of 
« this priſon, in which I am now confined. 
« I am thy ſervant, and I acknowledge thy 
e right to diſpoſe of me, as thou pleaſeſt: 
„ hut 


* Pal. cxvi; 16. 
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« but then Lox D, ſhould not the ſervvant 
« be with his maſter ? and this is what I de- 
« fire; not to quit thy ſetvice, but to be 
brought into the preſence-chamber, Keep- 
« ing me abroad looks, as if I did not be- 
« Jong to thy family; LoRD command me 
« home,” 5 


— - 


3. THE manner * diſmiſſion * defred; 
let thy ſervant depart 1N PEACE. 


4. d. © LET it be a favourable dilmiſſion , 
« an act of grace, and not of diſpleaſure 
* let not my ſun ſet in a cloud! but may 
* my exit out of this world be calm, and 
i peaceable! may I have peace of conſcience; 
* when I come to die, ariſing from the well 
grounded aſſurance, that my peace is made 
* above, Gop being attoned and reconciled | 
let not my. ſoul be diſtracted with terrot 
„ and amazement, when it comes to the 
* borders of eternity; but may my death 
* be quiet, eaſy and happy; let my end be 
peace. Oh how deſirable is it thus to 
die! no wonder, that Simeon ſhould deſire 
to die, having good grounds to hope he 
mould make foch a comfortable and bleſſed 
end. 


Tas 


26 SIMEoN's prayer, for-leave to die, 
True REFLECTIONS, which natu. 

rally ariſe from what has been offered under 

this Third general head, ate ſuch as theſe; viz, 


REFLECTIONS. I 


WrarT a vaſt difference is there betwixt 
good and bad men; between . thoſe who are 
juſt and + devout, the genuine diſciples: of 
CHRIST, and ſuch as are wicked; and. une. 
lievers. 

JH ESE ſhudder at the thoughts of dy- 
Jos; ; the apprehenſion of a diſſolution terri- 
fies and diſtractes them. Whereas death 
is the object of the good Chriſtian's deſire, or 
at leaſt of his contented and willing expec- 
tation. The unbelieving ſinner. is fond of 
the world to ſuch a degree, that he would 
be contented to have his portion in it; he 
looks upon it as his home, and would be 
glad never to leave it: but the ſaints of Gop 
conſider their preſent condition as à con- 
finement in a priſon ; and they willingly 
declare in the language of holy Jeb, we 
hothe it, we would not live alway . Such a 
ſurprizing change does the grace of God 
produce in the hearts of men. The grace, 

© which 


Job vii. 16. 
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which comes from: heaven, raiſes the ſoul 
thither ; and refines it to ſuch a degree, that 
it cannot be delighted with the mean enjoy- 
ments of this world. 

OB J. If it be here objected, that many 
a good chriſtian has been much afraid to 
„ 

Axs. The anſwer is obvious; a man may 
be afraid of the act of dying, or the fad for- 
malities which uſually attend it; when he has 
not the leaſt terror about the conſequences of it, 
but a good hope through grace, that it ſhall 
be well with him in the next world. The 
tender ceremony of taking leave of friends 
is one of the circumſtances, which make 
death appear formidable, and is often the 
worſt part of dying to a good chriſtian, 

BEsIDEs; this fear of dying may in part 
be owing to natural temper; a certain timo- 
rouſneſs inwrought into the very conſtitution. 
Now a chriſtian though his heart is renewed 
by grace, and he ardently deſires heaven, as 
a better country, and longs to go over and 
fee that good land; yet he ſtill retains the 
luman nature, and therefore no wonder that 
he ſometimes recoils at the thoughts of dy- 
ing. There is no inconſiſtence between de- 
ſiring to depart out of life, and yet dread- 


ing 
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ing the circumſtances, which attend the a# 
of dying. The paſſage may be rough, and on 
that account ſomewhat horrible and fright. 
ful; while the country that lies beyond it 


being much deſired, leſſens in ſome meaſure 


the horror of the paſſage, and makes even 
that deſirable, as it leads to a moſt inviting 
country. And this is the true repreſenta- 
tion of the ſtate of many good men: through 
their natural timorouſneſs of temper they are 
ſometimes amazed at the thoughts of death; 
yet knowing that the way to heaven lies thro 
this dark valley; death, as the way to the 
celeſtial paradice, becomes the matter of their 
choice, their defire and their n 8 _ 
| * let thy ſervant depart.” 0 
Ix is indeed veryhappy, where the . 
of Gop has ſo much ſtrength and influence 
in a chriſtian's ſoul, as to check and conquer 
the effects of natural temper in other inſtances 
as well as in 7s but this is not always 
the caſe. It is well for us, that the Gon of 
Tf ael is a merciful Gop; and that the maſter 
we ſerve, will not ſeverely animadvert pou al 
our failings and infirmities, 


REFLEC 
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REFLECTION I. 


DzAaTu to a pond man is no more, 1 a 
diſmiſſion of his ſoul out of a priſon, and 
proves a happy enlargment to it. 

DA R releaſes the chriſtian from the 
priſon of a finful body; and of a weak, in- 
frm and painful body : and in both Views 
death is a bleſſed deliverance. _ 

Tux beſt of men complain of a | body of 
death and iin, and with the great Apoſtle 
cry out, who ſhall deli uer us? they are wrelt- 
lng hard and ſtriving hard againſt indwell- 
ing corruptions, and the aſſaults of their ſpi- 
ritual enemies, hereby they are held in 
bondage. And this will be their caſe, gs 
long as they dwell on earth. Death ſeis 
them free; gives a full di/charge from this 
war; knocks off the fetters of fin, and tranſ- 
lates them into the pure regions of Heaven; 
where they ſhall iin no more: their own cor- 
ruptions leave them, and the devil has no 
more power to tempt them. They are got 
out of the reach of temptations for ever; 
and ſatan is now bruiſed under their fert. Oh 
blefſed deliverance! who can f6rbear ſaying, 


LORD let thy ſervant depart!” 
E Ap 


30 SIMBoN's prayer, for leave to die, 
Axp what great diſtreſs do many eminent 
faints undergo, by fickneſs.and pains of body, 
frequent and ſharp. Ws death will re. 
leaſe them from all theſe, * Many. a good 
man is almoſt broke down, by bodily difcr- 
ders; and ſometimes the troubles of the 
world, diſtracting cares and preſſing fottows 
join in, and do the buſineſs effectually; 4 
that the ſpirits fail, the Mind is depreſſed 
and all the powers of - nature!-are-weakened 
or deſtroyed. Now theſe are grievaus'to 
good man, both upon account of the hun 
they occaſion, which he is as ſenſible of zz 
: 196% men; and alſo, as they unfit lin fo 
- the ſervice-of Gop, and render him leſs able 
to anſwer the great purpoſes of life; either a 
to himſelf; - or to the-world about him. Ibe 
cloaths of fleſh fit uneaſy upon him; and 
like Saul's armour on David, make bim 
unfit for action. What a clog and incum- 
brance does the body often prove to a bo) 
ſoul! The ſp:rit of a chriſtian is willig 
always ready, diſpoſed and reſolved for thc 
' ſervice of Gop; but the' fleſh is wweak,- often 
crazy, -infirm or in pain; the ſou! by wt: ;; 
law of creation cannot avoid ſympathizig M c. 
and the weight is ſo great, that it is often 
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incapacitated for the exerciſes of religion. 
Death delivers from all, The enlarged 


ful at once feels its freedom, and riſes with 


haſty flight to the paradice of Gop: and 
the body at the re ſurrection ſhall be freed from 
al it's former infirmities; and be refined, 
ſtrengthened and ſpiritualized to ſuch a de- 
oree; as ſhall render it a fit aſſociate for the 
ſoul in the heavenly world. © +» 
AND who would not wiſh to alter 
their circumſtances in this W n 
manner 
Lr me bere Fine one bt, i. 
would be of great benefit to us both living 
and dying, to habituate ourſelves to think of 
death under the notion of an' enlargement, 
a releaſe from lin and ſorrow for ever. It is 
2 very wrong way, and of great” prejudice 
o the comfort of chriſtians (though too com- 
mon a caſe) to yiew death in ſuch a ſhape; 
as renders it formidable; whereas, bleſſed be 
Gop, his ſervants are directed to look upon 
death as a friend, and to reckon it among 
their gains. Death is yours *:' to me to dis 
is gain d 7 defire fo depart and to be with 
CHRIST, GO is far better. 
rn 


+ 1 Cor. iii, 21, 22, Phil. I. 21, © Ibid, 23. 
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| REFLECTION: m 

ENorwiyddralianaG Geath will 60 of 
ſuch vaſt advantage to Gop's ſeryants, ek 
muſt however aft leave of him to die. 
 - SIMEON would not quit his bie 
till Gop had given leaye. LORD now 
&« ketteft thou thy ſervant depart.” It isGon, 
who brings us to death and fo the e 
PR for all ving*. - 

Tx1s concludes ſtrongly 2painſt 5 
der, a very crying fin in our nation; this i; 
uſurping a dominion and authority oyer our 
lives, a right to diſpaſe of ourſelves, which 
by no means belongs to us ; our times ore in 
God's hands : he is Lok. of life andideath; 
and has reſerved it to himſelf, as his .copal 
prerogative, to ſend into liſe and remove 
out of it, uben, and lad and 1 
pleaſes. 
A rTRULY anod: wan therefar hoy 
weary ſoever of this world, and -howear- 
neſt ſoever his deſires after- the better ſtate 
may be; yet waits with patience Gop's time, 
he will not ſtir a ſtep, till Gop gives leave; if 
he is grown incapable of action, feeble and 


Vom 


* Job * 23. 


== 
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 confidered and improved, 1 
worn 1 no longer able to be God's r- 
ing ſervant, be will howeyer wi 
to bis maſter's pheaſure co tcnted 
uuiting ſervant, uc; : 

"CLEOMBROTUS, a, 2, young n | 

man of Greece, we are told; upon reading 
Pars book of the immortality of the foul, 
(wherein are | ſome, grand thoughts. 


of a future ſtate way ſo enamoured with 


the repreſentation, that be haſtily threw him 
ſelf off from a wall into the ſea, that he 
might g0 directly to the enjoyment of oY 
——But this was raſh and unkwacrantable— 
1 cemember an admirable paſſage of the No- 
nan orator, Which. is much to our. preſent 
purpoſe. All good men, . (ſays he) 45 they 
0 will anſwer, that charafter, are obliged t | 
* be es caſy antes the ſoul is du- 

*  *-rance 


1 Callimachi epigramma in Ambraciotam Cleombro- 
= eſt, quem at, tum nihil ei aceidiſſet adverſi, & muro 
in mare abjeciſſe, lecto Platonis libro [nempe, de Im- 
mottalitate.] V. Qcer. Tuſe. Nat. . f. c. 3. 
Vel de præcipiti venias in tartara aon 
Ve qui $ocratigutn de neve legit opus. ads, + 
Ovid. 4 B V. "os 
Si — ee deiluit -Cleombrotus 45 
d rex e Am. Criticus aliquis corrigebat 6 eic 
Hd. Nihil opus erat, rem eandem Cicero populari- 
ter expreſſit, Callimachus poëticè ; ita Ovidius, in Tar- 
tara, Buherins in not. ad Cicer. . 
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« rande and confinement in the body; and 
« not to forſake their priſon,” till the àuthbr 
« of their immortal beings Thall fetch them 
e out; as ever they would eſcape the gullt 
and charge of abandoning the poſt, which 
* providence has afſigned them. There 
wy no expecting to get fafe above, vile 
c men wait contentedly in the cages tliey cat 
About them, Ich prion of their” doch] tilt 
«their diſmiffion comes from Goo #* © 
"River aTion improves upon eery prins 
ciple of natural religion; and evideritly demon- 
ſtrates it our duty, to attend our great maſter's 
pleaſiire, and chearfolly to” reſigi ourſtves 
ro his: diſpoſal, to be employed by him, 
wherever he ſees-fit to appoint our tation, 
We muſt therefore aſk His leave to die, and 
patiefitly wait till he ines out a writ 5 


diſmiſſion. 
A Err {, 


| Gov s fan of diſmifling his rent war 
of this world, is always Gef in all reſpeRts. 


CO OLE 


| In all Gop's tranſactions with his people, 


he does not act merely as a ſovereign printe, 
but as a kind and indulgent maſter 5 he 10 
ſults 


© $3 + "tb ww 
LY 


® Cicero in Som. Seip. 
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ſults ls advantage. He acts * to 
the rules of unerring wiſdom; and - infigite 
fore of ſuch importance, as the exchange 
of worlds ; no doubt he appoints this at a 
ſeaſon, w liches not only moſt for his own - - 
glory, but alſo moſt favourable to them. 
Their diſmiſſion, whenever it is granted, is 
always an at of grace. Gon removes them 
no ſooner, nor continues them here any longer, 
than ll. things conſidered is beſt for them. 
An additional reaſon this! why we 
ſhould wait Gop's time with a placid content- 


ment, though our n P; > be ever 
ſo ſtrong. | 


REFLECTION. ; 

Tu r death of Gop's ſervants is peaceful; 
this they beg of Gop, and this he n 
gratifies them in. 

MA RK the perfect nan, ſays David, 
and behold' the upright, for- the end of that 
man is peace; uſually fo, and remarkably ſo. 
There is no peace to the wicked, faith iny God * ; 
no peace no ſolid ſubſtantial compoſure of 
ſoul, nothing that deſerves the name of peace, 

either 
© Plal, xxxyii. 37, e Iſai, Ivii. 1. 
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either in He or at death : but the good mat 
dying: for ſureiy Thnow that ut ſhall be well 


has foundation of peace, both tung 


with them that fear 60 D. Nothing can 
really hurt them, and therefore aothing: ſhould 
terrify or diſtreſs them; They live ſuch 2 
Life, as gives them pleaſure upon reflection, 


at the cloſe of it: and they die ſuch a death, 
as even the wicked envy and deſire. It ws 


Balaams with, let me die the: wer of 
* and let my laſt end be like bisl. 
In this amiable; deſirable way did 4 
late excellent paffor cloſe life; when G0 
gave him leave to die. And I carneſtly pray, 
that you and I may iniſb our cautſe with 
equal joy, whenever — time of our pa 
ſhall come! 
I will now be peel | „ that 
I ſhould fay ſomething concerning that worthy 
ſetvant of God, whoſe death has given acca- 
ſion for this diſcourſe. But it cannot be 
imagined, T ſhould be able in the compaſs 
of a few minutes to do more, than mention 
ſhort hints in his /fe and har after; wn 
 'FonzrAL Sermons are not deſigned ſo 
much to embalm the memory of = gead, 
as to inſtruct and comfort the living. I hall 


e Ecclef, viii, 12. =» Numb, xati, 10, 


Conſidered and n 3 oy 
10 thought in view, in what I ſhall 
uke the liberty to, ſay in che character of my 
honoured. uncle Dr. Mrigbt; and, 1. hope 1 
ſhall repreſent. it in ſuch a light, as not to 
give occaſion for envy. or ill nature toi find 
nult; and I depend upon the candour of his 
rel. and ee to excuſe any defi- 
ciencies. Ws, ich gi 

Hr was born . 20, 1682, 3. He 
vas the eldeſt ſon of the reverend Mir. James 
Wright, a non- conformiſt miniſter at, Ret ford 
in Nettingbamſpire, by Mrs. Eknor . Cotton, 
daughter of Mr, Cotton, a gentleman i in Tork- 
ſire, and own ſiſtet. ta the late teverend Mr. 
Thomas Cotton of W, eftminſter, whoſe, funeral 
ſermon this his Ne. "RO "and ab- 
liſhed, 

Ir. pleaſed Gon. to remove. bis b 
when he was about eleven years of age; and 
his good mother, was taken away the very 
rext year; his youngeſt, ſiſter, died the year 
fter, which greatly affected him. 3 
this time, and probably. by this means in part, 
he began to have ſtrong. and terrifying con- 
vions (J uſe his own words.) Then he 
boarded at a ſchool in Atterchffe..in York- 
ſire; from thence he was removed for gram- 
mar learning to a ſchool at Darton in the 

F fame 


38 sINEOW“Sfprayer, for lende dg die, 
ſame county about ſix miles fromy Willett 
bis grund- mother and lis uncle Cotton'Ha 
the care of his Education. At tim hoc 
he takes notice his conviRtiohs were dy of 
pretty mucb. At fixtèen years of age he be⸗ 
Lean to read philoſophy. (This ws dhe tine 
1 ſuppoſe, When he "was placed under the 
tuition of the reverend Mr. Timothy Pulk, 
who kept än academy at Atrertc hie. add 
'was the happy inſtrument of rainblg- th 
many eminent "miniſters, Who hade ben 
greatly uſeful in the world, and whole prath 
are in the churches of Euxter; "He at firſt 
"boarded in a private family for two or three 
years, though aftetwards he went to le n 
Mr. Follies houſe.) And nom (08 be) 
Buleſſed be Gop convictions were carried m 1 
- thorough converfion. Abbut the age of twenty- 
one he: left the academy, and c to bis 
uncle Coftor's at the Haigh, and continued 
there a little time ag a ſort'6f chaplaii in the 
family; but his uncle ſoon dying, he came 
to Londbn, having preached” only three or four 
ſermons in the country. Upon his firlt com- 
ing to town, he lived a little While in hi 
uncle Cotton s family at St. Giles; aud 
went to be chaplain to the Lady Saen 
Lurt at Turnbam- Green, and was 2 2 i 


— 


| * 


conſidered and improved. 
peach the Lord's-day-eyening leQure a . 
Grbns. - Soon after, the congregation of 
dobteſtant diſſenters at, Croſby-Square.. invited: 
tim to afliſt their worthy, paſtor, my much 
eſteemed. and honoured. friend, Mr. (now, 
Dr.) Benjamin F Upon this occa- 
fon, be quitted Lady. Lort's family, and his 
letture at St, Giles... He was then choſen 
1 carry on an evening: lecture in Southwark, . 
n conjunction with, the reverend Mr. Har- 
nan. Hood; but Mr. Hood ſoon leaving it, 
the whole was devolved upon Mr. Wright; 
be was then about the age gf. twenty>three. 
ln both theſe ſervices, he laboured with great, 
iligence and much, ſucceſs for a, few. years, 
his preaching was admired, and Gop bleſſed; 
it for the good of many fouls, 1 haye often, 
heard him ſpeak; with peculiar Ferber % 
his uſefulneſs at this time. 1 

BuT in this fituation he. Koen: conti- 
nue long. For upon the death of that ve· 
nerable and pious miniſter, the reverend Mr. 
Matthew Sybuefter * ing . ay w choſen | 


* I the year I710, Me. Wright add the widaw 
i his predeceſſor, daughter of the reverend Mr, Qbadiab | 
Hebes of Enfield, and ſiſter to my own father; which 


rs the foundation of the relation, ann 
be deceaſed, 


FF —  —— 


= 


r 


* 
1 


read 


1 
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paſtor to the church of bt lately Bas 1 
his charge, 'who then. met for rk 2 3 
| ſhip in Black. Friars.” "Ir was then but it a very 
| (wall ſociety, conſiſting 0 only of a few fami- 
lies. 'But the earneſt importunity of the pco- 
ple, the concurring judgment, and hs of 
his fathers'and brethren in the mini 
had formed great expectations of 5 125 
neſs, prevailed with Mr. V right to under 
take the paſtoral care of that handful of 
people; moſt of whom are long fince fallen 
_— 7B 11090; eee 
Ix this b We Gr honoured him 


W 


with amazing ſucceſs: the lociety began i im- 
mediately to increaſe; the place of worſhip 
being” too ſtrait, was once and again \ enlary- 
ed; people focked in crowds to hear him, 
as doves tb the windows ; ; and thete were con- 
tinually added to this church dhe foul of of fuch 
as Should” be * ſaved. © "From Black-Friars the 
| congregation removed to "this place; and he 
had the pleaſure to miniſter. to as ſeri? 
ſet of chriſtians, as Nationale a people, "and 
as s confiderable an auditory às moſt in this great 
city: and it muſt be allowed, that he was 
furniſhed for this- ſetyice 1 in an uncommon 
degree, his miniſterial, accompliſhinents be- 


ing very W He Was 4 a fer 
ttꝛbo⸗ 


— . Eee e . 


thorough y inſt . unto i the kingdom of bed 
ven; 4 that needed not 140 be 
aſhamed, for” he. rightly divided the. word of 
truth*; and was. bappily ſkilful in E ving 4 
proper portion to all in due alen. mo in 
He had from early life a very, ſeriqus de- 
vout turn of mind: this he carefully cultivated, 
by a conſtant peruſal of the SACRED, sckir- 
TURES, and of the beſt Writers on " impard 
praflical rellgion. Thbeſe helped to keep alive 
the flame of ſerious devotion, in his own ſoul; 
and theſe alſo furniſhed him with a rich ſtore 
of ſerious thoughts, moſt apt and proper in all 
his public miniſterial exerciſes, And T well 
remember, 'be conſtantly gave it as his ad advice 
to young miniſters, that they would _ 
much in thoſe.sAcRED, or devotional writ- 
ings : and ſuch, as were not too To to 
follow his counſel, have, 1 dare ay, . found 
the great advantage of this method. 3 
In all his publick mn ation, it plainly 
appeared, that his own heart, Was. truly af- 
feed ; bis very: foul: was. in his work ; * an 
he ſeemed to be in his] proper clement, when 
he was en in his, maſter's ſervice, * Thi 
made his dead — erhortations more 
weighty and Fonvincing, - When the a, of 
oD 


* Mat, xii, 52 + Ti OP © Luke xii, 42. 


\ 


44, — s, prager, for laue ii die, 
Gov: goes. from the, Th of, 2, miniſter, 
it, is more. likely, tc to goto the heart, and af. 
fect tl e conſciences, of thoſe who, hear bim. 
His own ſoul being warm will probably, con- 
| vey "ſome heat to others .; 3 and they wil catch 
ſomething of the facred, flame. 3 

Hy E had the happineſs, of a molt agreeable 
and firikin VER delivery; bis gravity, "nd folem- 
nity in. all the ſeveral Parts of publ ick wot- 
ſhip were remarkable; and beſides theſe, be 
was never at a loſs for ſuitable thoughts; nor 
for Riker words, by which to re thoſe 
though ts. 

= gers 5 fo, I .cannot offer * hg th 


4 4 as 


ag well remeinber, and 1 hof in Gon, 
you will never forget, with what 1 bo and 
| devotion, with what. fervour and carneſtneſ 
he. wreſtled with Gon i in prayer ; - and. what 
an uncommon variety of expreſhong, proper 
to the various particular, caſes, which | he, re- 
- art to Gon, were "$0 ready on 
his 423010 etl 

00 all know, what his 4 difcourfes fron 
the 7 pulpit were ; his compoſitions h how exact! 
. his fujecs moſtly ſuited"to promote the great 


1 


© 
S - 


"+ 6bififlered and iHprobedl. _ 
purpoſes of teigion, to make men better and 
wiſer: how #fQing and plithetic his hof 
tations! How ſtrong 5 cogent his arguments 
to recover ſinners from the error '6f 'their 
ways! how“ fathfül in Hbouring 'the'edifica- 
tion of all, to whom he Amir aud T 
take you to Hecd/a"ehis day, "thut he Was Pure 
from' the blood of "till men; for he \/buitniel aur 
to declare unto yon all the-rounifel of OOo. 
In adminfſtring the facrament uf the 
LORD's-fupper, the moſt ſolemn cttiinaner 
of the chriſtian religion, How affecting an 
moving was he ! I confeſs, I never deren. 
any miniſter exceed biin Herein, A 
Au Tiwell rethernber, ho 


table 


his expyfrory exettiſes wore 4 When he made 


them a ſtated part of the Lonrvday ſervice. 
They wete indeed very judicious, very eet- 
ing, and not leſs inſtruktive. It is es 
pity, that he did not publith {orhe ef thera, 5 
before he died. | — 
To fay the truth; he was « dg e 4 
and laborious "trltifter ; and whilſt 577 bow 
abode in firthgth, he went through a great 
deal of work in the diſchatge-of his Ae 
both in the more publick and more private 
parts of it > let me mention particularly, 44 


fiting 


Acts xx. 26, 27. 


45 SimxoN's. prayer, for Jeave. ts die, 
ſiting the fick ; which ſervice he was admira- 
bly fitted for, and had a conſtant. ſo pply. of 
_—_ and comfort read y to adminiſter as 
occaſion required. 

Tu x bleſſed Gov put rage: e nen 
bim, by making him the happy inſtrument 
of converting finners, as well as of building 
ap ſaints in their holy faith. He had many 
| ſeals. to, bis miniſtry; >. ſuch as.. ſhall. 8 


crown of his rejoicing in the great day.. Many 
of theſe have gone to heaven N him; 


Eh Sw „4 


nd in little time, 1 hope, v we © ſhall all meet 
in the paradice o of Go, with exquiſite Jy, 
ſuch as cannot at preſent be conceived, 
vou ſhall hear his voice 10 more; be 2 
therefore to recollect thoſe ſeaſons, when 
you have fate with great delight and profit 


under his miniſtry; and remember, that you 
are to give an account for the great adran- 


tages, which you have hereby enjoyed for you 


eie and everlaſting concerns. 7 
THERE are . ſeveral of his writings in 


print 9. which have been blefled by Go 
for ch good to many, beſides his oun 
congregation. They have always met with 


great 
* See a catalogue of them at the end of this ſermon. 
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great acceptance. And one of them eſpeclally 
has gone through ſeveral editions “; and will 
be had in eſteem, I dare ſay, as lug as thefe is 
any regard left for ſerious religion : I mean his 
treatiſe of being born again, &c. the beſt book 
upon the ſubject, that I ever ſaw ; and I could 
heartily wiſh it was in every family. 

He had a great fund of knowledge of all 
kinds; whereby he was capable of conver- 
ing on all ſubjects; and his converſation with 
his friends was uſually entertaining and edi- 
fying, If any particular turn of temper ren- 
tered it at ſome times leſs agreeable ; it may 
ſuffice to ſay; this was of peculiar to him. 
We ail have ſomething or other, that we 
could wiſh were otherwiſe ; and let him that 
ö without failings, caſt the firſt fone. The 
bulineſs of ſurviving friends is, to itnitate the 
virtues and excellencies of thoſe who ate 
dead; and carefully to avoid any thing, 
which at times rendered them E/ amiable. 
lt is only in heaven, that we ſhall be perfect; 
without ſpot or aorinkle, or any ſuch thing. 

He firmly believed the chriſtian ' revela- 
on; and had a happy mixture of zeal 
both for truth and liberty. 

He claimed it as his right to judge for him- 


lf; and he allowed others the ſame privilege. 
G . His 
N. N Tho ſiſteenth edition was publiſhed 1741. 
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His principles in religious matters were 
moderate, and he run into no extremes. 
Wuàuxx he appeared in publick life, he choſe 
to join with the proteſtant diſſenters; and 
that, not out of pique and humour, but for 
conſcience-ſake. In reference hereto, he ex- 
preſſes himſelf thus in his 4% wil; * Ido 
* hereby teſtify, that my ſeparation from the 
* common parochial worſhip and from the 
* church of England ſo called, hath been no 


cc 


other than what appeared neceſſary to me for 
te the maintaing a good conſcience! and to 
75 ſerve the cauſe of truth, liberty, and catholic 
* chriſtianity i in ſuch a manner as I thought 
<« moſt: agreeable to the ſacred ſcriptures,” 

He was frequently engaged in diftributing 
the charities of others; which were put into bis 
hands by the /ving, or intruſted to his care by 
the dead. In the diſpoſal of which, he was 
always very exact, ſcrupulouſly ſtrict, and ever 
careful to diſtribute it to proper objects. 

AND he was very liberal in giving a ae 
fhare of his own ſubſtance to the relief of 
thoſe, who were in 4/treſs, or needed his 

friendly help *. 


Hz 
* He kept a purfe for this very purpoſe ; where 


in was found this remarkable memorandum.; Which 


ſows, what rule he preſcribed to himſelf in this — 
66 me- 


_— ww wo 


W els © __ 
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He had a ſtrong and lively hope of a bet- 
ter world, whenever Gop ſhould call him 
hence; this he frequently expreſſed in the 
time of Health: I have often heard him ay 
many years ago ; © he could with as much 
*« compoſure and ſatisfaction die at the com- 
mand of Gop, as he could he down 7o 
« ret any night.” . He was willing to de- 
part. He has himſelf repreſented the grounds 
of this hope, which I ſhall give you in 
his own words, taken from his aff will, 
] commit my immortal ſpirit to Gop, who 
„e gave it, by him to be diſpoſed of in the 
« world to come, according to his moſt wile 
and merciful conſtitution of things in the 
kingdom of my LorD, and Saviour 
„ JEsus CHRIST. - This I do, in a firm 
« perſuaſion of the truth of the kale ſcrip- 
« ture revelation, after a cloſe and repeat- 
ed conſideration of the evidences both 
« external and internal of its being from 
„Gov. Through a willing, and 1 hope, 

G 2 5 fin- 


* Something ſrom all the money I receive, to be put 
into this purſe, for charitable and friendly uſes, 
“ From my falary as miniſter, which is uncertain» 
te a tenth part. From occaſional and extraordinary 
gifts, which are more uncertain, a twentieth part, 
From copy-money of things 1 print, and in- 
* tereſt of my ſtats, a ſeventh part, 


49 SIMEON's prayer, for leave to dle, 
* ſincere compilance with the conditions of 
be the goſpel- -covenant, I rely upon the pro- 
** miles of it for the remiſſion of my fins 
* for the future reſurrection of my body, 
ec and for a bleſſed immortality. In this © 
* I commit my body to the grave.” C. 
Tu xs comfortable proſpects continued with 
him to the laſt; and enabled him to bear the 
lingering diflolution of his body, the pains, the 
languiſhings, and decays of nature, with amaz. 
ing patience and reſignation. He frequently 
uttered ſhort paſſages of ſcripture, which gave 
him comfort, and repreſented his deſire to die, 
if it was the will of Gop, © Oh that thou (ad- 
cc drefling to Gop) wouldſt give thy ſervant 
e leave to die,” was often repeated; and the 
laſt words, as I am informed, that he was 
heard to ſpeak plain, were theſe ; © Why 
* are thy chaript-wheels fo long in coming} 
„come Lok D Jesus, come quickly. 7 

H1s prayers at length were heard, and then 
this ſervant of Gop departed in peace. Nis 
maſter gave him a guictus the third inſtant, 
in the fixty-fourth year of his age. We take 
leave of him for a little while, till we ſhall 
meet above ! 

THrave only a word or two, which I would 


offer to this affected eciec of chriſtians, who 
arg 
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are mourning the loſs of a faithful miniſter; 

one, who watched for your ſouls; who was 
truly ſenſible of your affectionate regards to 
him, and had his heart greatly enlarged in 
love to you, He is now gone you ſhall 
ſee him 70 more———he will never ſpeak 
unto you the word of the Loxp from this 
place again the breach made upon you 
js very great, not eaſiſy to be repaired— 
but Gop, with whom is the refidue of the 
SPIRIT, can heal the breach. I doubt 
not, but you will all have your eyes and your 
hearts directed to him for this purpoſe, I 
ſincerely unite my earneſt prayers with. yours, 
that Gop would make up this breach. And 
jn order to this, (allow me to borrow 
the words of your late reverend paſtor, upon 
a like occaſion) I wiſh you all that wiſ- 
dom, and grace, and unanimity, and all 
n thoſe kind direQtions of providence, that 
* are needful for your chooſing a proper 
* perſon in the place of him, that is taken 
e from vou: and I wiſh you a ſpecial in- 
© tereſt in the care of the great Shepherd 
* of ſouls, who lives for ever, and therefore 
bas an unchangeable prieſthood.” 


To lim be plory for ever! AMEN! f 
A HYMN, 


v faith bete u glorious wore vlan 
{ Eternal and on hig: A 


And here my longing ſpirit” ins 
0 Gop ſhall did it fr. ; 


0 204 9414 11 
> > Il 
Werth at” 7K of my cy | IAG 
', Muſt be diſolv'd „ 
on happy hour! my ſoul will | they 


c 


k g call. 2 


1 iel e e 4 
ob could we die with thoſe who Us” 

And view the faints above, 
Dreſt in their glorious forms; we at 
f \'T his earth x no has 1d love. 


. 5 

How ſhould we hn theſe vec of feb, L 
Theſe fetters and this load ; 3 * 
And long for ev'nihg to andees,:. io 
i IN we pay reſt with Sor! 4% de 

L v. 
We ſhow d almoſt IN our ca, p< 
Before the ſummons corg : | 
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SERMONS and BOOKS publiſhed, by the 
late reverend Samuel Wright, D. D. 


1, FUNERAL Sermon, for Mr Caleb Head with 
an Account of his Canverſſon and early Picty, 
170 The Fourth' Edition. 

1 A Sermon preached at leaving an Evening Lee. 
ture in Southwark, 1708. 

III. A Sermon preached at Blatk-Piars, on Occ: 
fion of the Publick Thankſgiuing, Nev. 22, 1709. 

IV. The Love of one — the great Duty of Chrif- 
tian: In two Sermons ; the one preached the 5:4 of 
Nw. the other the Tbankſgiving-Day, the 7th of Way. 
1710, The Second Edition corrected 

V. A Funeral Sermon for Dr. Upton, 0 * 

VI. A Sermon preached to a Society o Lung Ho, | 
Jan. 1, 1712. 

VII. A Sermon preached at Black-Friars, on Occa- 

ſion of the Public Faft, Jan, 16, 1712. 
VIII. To be every where Holen againſt, at firſt the 
Caſe of the Chriſtians themſelves, and now of the Pro- 
teſlant Diſſenters : Conlidered in two Sgrmons preached 
on Ads xxviii. 22. preached March q, and 16, 60 

IX. Of forgetting the wonderful Works of 
A Sermon preached on Nov. 5, 1712. 

X. Seaſonable Advice not to Haie the Publick Aſ- 
ſemblies for Religious Worſhip, 1 Sermon preached. to 
— of Young Men, Jan, 1, 1714. 

he miſchievous Corals * publick. $ rife 
75 Envy. A Sermon preached at Black-Friars, on 

an. 31, 1713 

XII. Df pains for the Ning. A Sermon preached 
at Black- Friars, Ot. 24, 1714. being the firſt Lard's- 
Day after the. King's Coronation, 

XIII. Of Honouring the King, A Sermon preached 
at Black- Friars, Jan. 20, 1714-15. being the Daz 
appointed for a"Publick Thankſgiving to Almighty GoD 
on account of his preſent Majeſty's peaceable and uu 

Paſeo of the Throne of Great-Britain, - 

V. A Sermon preached before the Societies for 
Reformation os * at Salter's- Hall, = 275 
17 15. 5 72 


xv. Our 


Sermons and Books publiſhed, by the 
XV. Our * Deliverance manif:/tly owing to the 
Help of GOD. A Sermon preached at Black- Friax;, 
on the Day of Thankſgiving for /zppreſſing the late uni 
natural Rebellion, June 7, 1716. The Second Edition, 
XVI. A Funeral Sermon for the reverend James 
| Coningham, A.M. Sept. g, 1716. The Second Edition. 
XVII. A Funeral Sermon for Mr. Fohn Mills, Mer. 
chant, O#. 13, 1717.” | | 
XVIII. "> abies from Papiſh Counſels, and from a 
Popiſh Prince, the Foy of Britain, A Sermon preached 
on the 5th of Nov. 1717. Wherein the moſt confide- 
Table Things contrived for the Eſtabliſhment of Ps. 
pery under the firſt Popiſh Prince that ſhould be ſettled 
on the Throne of England, are faithfully extracted out 
of the Feſuits Memorial, preſented to King James II. 
XIX. A Sermon preached on the KI N G's Birth- 
Day, to the Morning - Lecture Society, in Little St. 
nn 78... |. 4 
XX. Salvation from Popiſh Cone, and from a Po- 
piſb Prince, the Foy of Britain, Part II. A Sermon 
preached Nov. 5, 1718. . 0 
XXI. The Greatneſs of our Salvation by King Wil- 
LIAM III. A Sermon preached Nov. 5, 1719. 
XXII. The Duty of holding faſt the Form of ſound 


Wirds, as delivered in the SCRIPTURES. A Sermon 


preached at the Ordination of Mr. Otadiah Hughes, 


Mr. Clerk Oldifworth, Mr. Thomas Newman, and Mr. 


John Smith, at the Old Fewry, Jan. 11, 1720-21. . 
XXIII. Our preſent Health and Safety owing entirely 
to the Mercies of GOD. A Sermon preached on the 
Day of Thankſgiving for our Preſervation from 
PLacue, April 25, 1723. | 5 
XXIV. A Diſcourſe againſt Swearing,  ' 
XXV. The Lordſhip of CHRIST conſidered, as it 
extends both to the Dead and Living; and as acquired 
by his dying, riſing again, and reviving. In two Ser- 
mons preached at the Merchants- Lecture at Salter's-Halh, 
July 28, and Auguft 11, 1724. The Second Edition. 
XXVI. The Go of Times and Seaſons conſidered 
and improved, both as referring to private Life, and to 
the Kingdoms of this World, A Sermon preached at 
Salter s-Hall, Odd. 20, 1744. FW. 
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late reverend Sarnzel Wright, D. D. 


XXVII. A Treatiſe on the Religious Obſervation of 
the Lox D's-Da v, according to the expreſs Words of 
the Fourth Commandment, The Third Edition, 

* XXVIIL. A Treatiſe on the * of Sin; 
and its leading Men to Hardneſs of Heart; with the 
Means appointed to prevent both its hardening and de- 
ceiving. The Fourth Edition. 1 | 
XXIX. The General Mourning religiouſly improved, 
In a Sermon on the Death of King GezorGE I. 
XXX. Some Thoughts on the KinGs of this Earth, 
bringing their Glory into the heavenly City. A Sermon 
preached at Sa{ter*s-Hall, Oct. 31, 1727. 

* XXXI. The Great Concern of Human Life: Or 
a ſummary Account of the Fear of Gop, and keepi 
his Commandments, The Third Edition, To whi 
is now added, Human Virtues: Or a Collection of the 
Rules of Scripture, that teach Men to live Soberly, and 
to be happy in themſelves, With three Diſcourſes on 
SELF-PoSSESSION, as it is the Happineſs only of a 
true Chriſtian. Xs 

XXXII. A Sermon occaſioned by the Death of the 
late Reverend Thomas Cotton, M. A. Preached at 
Hampſtead, July 26, 1730. To which is added, a 
Diſcourſe at the Grave, | 

* XXX[III. Fuftice in all its Branches: Or a Col- 
lection of the Rules of Scripture, that teach Men to 
do juſtly, Which includes alſo the Rules of ration 
of Injuries, with the nature and neceſſity of Reffi- 
lution, 

* XXX1V. Charity in all its Branches: Or a Col; 
lection of the Rules of Scripture, that teach Men to 
lee Mercy, &c. 

* XXXV, Knowledge and Charity conſidered, Sepa- 
Ta = United; in a Sermon preached at Nottingham, 

uly 16, 1732. 

XXXV = Sermon on MARRIAGE, preached at 
Black- Friars, on occaſion of the Marriage of the Princeſs 
Real with the Prince of Orange, 1733. 

* XXXVII. A Sermon pr at the NE 
MzzTinG-Hovse in Carter-Lane, on the firſt Day 
of OPENING it for Religious Worſhip, Dec. 5, 
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* XXXVIIL Sc RI TUR andiT ia irie 
conſidered: In: a Sermon on Epheſe. ii. 20. preached 
at Salter” s- Hall," Feb. 6, 1734-5. The Second EA 
tion. A Poltſcript in anſwer * che Authors of e. 
weekly Miſcellanx. RS 1 
XXXIX. A Sermon on che. Death of ts. El 
Hughes, with a Sermon alſo on the? Death of Ma 
Murd's only Son, at the Age of 15. 1735. 
XL. Proſperity and Eſtabliſhment promiſed :tþ 
them that deviſe liberal things: A Sermon tt 
to the Society, for Relief of the Widows and Orphunk 


of Difepting Mini ſtert.-— 
* XLI. A Sermon on the. Death of the Rereftal i | 


Mr. John Aunchly.' 1738. 2... mt 
XIII. A Treatiſe of BEING BORN "AGAIK. | 
The Fifteenth Edition. 1741. „ „ wand 


+ ® XLIHI. The OCCASIONAL Paz cnzzytit 
ing nine Sermons on ſeveral IP 1741. of) 


f 3 .* 14 4 
| Beſides theſe, Dr. Waris 7 1 publiſhed fevers) 
£6. 7 We er Peices. 5 e A a3 
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